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SHIPBUILDING PERISCOPE 
EDITORIAL: WAKE UP AMERICA! 
By Prof. L. Darbyshire 
(Business Administration & Economics) 
Four of the major factors affecting the 
future role of the U.S. Navy would seem 
to be: 
a) The Soviet Navy 
b) The U.S. Air Force 
c) The Merchant Marine 
d) The cost of holes in the ground in 
the U.S. and elsewhere (missile 
silos). 
In this day of cost/effective conscious-
ness, how long can the U.S. Navy survive 
on anything like it1s present scale when 
it is forced to rely on one of the most 
inefficient U.S. industries--the maritime 
shipbuilding complex? 
What kind of cargo under what conditions 
can be carried on American ship-bottoms 
(military or civilian) at lower costs and/ 
or more expeditiously than a 747 (or even 
a C5A)? 
What kind of missions can be supported at 
lower overall costs than airborne alter-
natives when the Air Force can rely on a 
reasonably viable and occasionally com-
petitive industry (even Japan buys 747 I s), 
whereas the Navy depends on an extremely 
uncompetitive industry as a major supplier? 
What kind of American ships or shipping 
services have the faintest chance of com-
peting with those of other maritime nations? 
Do the policies of the past, that have given 
rise to such outcomes, suggest that II more 
of the same ll will produce any better results 
in the future? 
*********** 
IS THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO LOSE ITls 
POSITION AS liTHE FINEST NAVY IN THE WORLD?II 
IIA Congressional survey published in 
Washington recently painted a startling 
and gl oomy picture of the United States 
Navy as being an aging collection of War-
ships, smaller in number and inferior to 
t hose of the Soviet Union. 1I 
"Investigators for the Armed Services Sub-
committee on Sea Power stated that the 
Sovi et Union had outpaced the United States 
i n new construction, the Soviet Navy boast-
ing 1,575 vessels against the United States 
894 . 11 
The above two quotes came from Janes 
Fighting Ships and of course are somewhat 
exaggerated but the truth is that the United 
States is simply not building high quality 
warships to replace their aging sisters. 
Here are some very startling facts: 
1) The average age of our ships is 17 years 
with 58% over 20 years old. 
2) Only one in one hundred of the Soviet 
operating fleet is this old. 
3)The following lists of U.S. ships com-
pares the total number with those constructed 
since WWII: 
Total Post WWII 
Carriers (all Types) ,--~ . . 9 
Crui sers 35 1 
Conventional subs 100 ~ 16 
Destroyers 343 43 
Escorts 238 38 
4) Knox class escort ships ar e taking 4 
years from keel to completion. 
5) The last new construction DO was de-
l ivered in 1964. 
6) The last guided missile frigate was 
commissioned in 1966. 
Of course these facts point only to the nega-
tive side of the question but the truth is 
that our shipbuilding industry is antiquated. 
There have been no significant improvements 
in most U.S. yards since WWII, costs are 
nearly double those in other countries, and 
construction time is too long. 
************ 
THE 00-963 PROGRAM-WHERE IS IT? 
The 00-963 contract was to be awarded to one 
of two finalists (Bath or Litton Ind.) no 
later than January 1970--what happened? 
The final contracts of Bath and Litton were 
rejected by the Navy and both companies are 
to submit their revised proposals to the Navy 
29 May 1970. The reason--costs, of course! 
The Navy is to award the contract to one of 
the two firms no later than 19 June. However, 
the House has passed a bill requiring the 00-
963 to be built by two companies instead of 
one--as the Navy would prefer. This, of 
course, will make each ship more expensive 
than if the entire contract were to be 
awarded to one shipyard. This proposal is 
titled the IIWyman Amendmentll(Rep. L.C. Wyman, 
N.H.). The DOD is against this proposal and 
a battle is guaranteed when the bill is pre-
sented in the Senate. The 00-963 program is 
now six months behind schedule. In the mean-
time Russia is continuing to produce warships 
without any political complications--fright-
ening isn1t it? 
